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of moving chariot, consisting of a base made of bamboo with a
superstructure of bamboo or wood, in the form of a pyramid of
three to eleven storeys. Of course the structure and its
decoration vary with the wealth of the family and are very
gorgeous in the case of princes.

The funeral carriage is then taken to the cremation ground in
a long procession, accompanied by music, and also by armed
men in the case of members of a royal family. The articles
of daily use and holy water from the sacred places, both Hindu
and Buddhist, are carried with the procession.

At the place of cremation the corpse is carried down from
the carriage and placed into the coffin, which stands on a two-
storeyed chamber and has the figure of a lion in the case of
reigning princes, a cow in the case of other distinguished
persons, and is usually a simple square wooden chest in the
case of ordinary men, although even these sometimes use
figures, e.g., Grajamina, a monster half-elephant and half-fish.
At last, after the Padanda has muttered the sacred texts and
sprinkled the holy water on the body, a fire is kindled beneath
the coffin. After the corpse is consumed the bones are collected
and carried the next day with great state to the sea and
thrown into it together with money and offerings.

It was believed that cremation exempted a man from any
further change of shape, at least he remained for a certain
time as a Pita (father) in the heaven of the devas and as such
demanded the worship and offerings of his surviving relations.
But as every family was not able to bear the heavy expenses
of cremation, they buried the body instead of burning it.
Those who were buried could not enter heaven and assumed
all sorts of shapes, and the Balinese specially believed that
many of them were metamorphosed into wild dogs. It was,
therefore, the bounden duty of every one, who was rich enough,
to exhume the dead bodies of his poorer ancestors and
burn them.